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Land and property: 

None 
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Other non-personal interests:  

Strategic Advisory Committee, Need For Nutrition Education/Innovation
Programme (NNEDPRO), Cambridge, UK. 

Others: 
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None  
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Shareholdings in Si Active Ltd - Company number 06932163. 
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Trusteeships:  

Trustee: Gordon Memorial Trust Trustee: British Poultry Science Trust. 

Land and property:  



None 
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None 

Other non-personal interests:  

None 

Others: 

Husband (Gordon Burton) sometimes professionally advises UK Sport and /
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advice on improving athlete performance. 

Husband (Gordon Burton) is a lay member of the FSA Committee on Toxicity
of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and the Environment (COT).  
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None 
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None 
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Non-Personal Interests: 
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None  
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None 

Indirect support:  
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None  
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None  

Non-industry funding:  
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None 
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None  
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None 
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None  

Other non-personal interests:  



None 

Others: 

I am a volunteer at the Citizens Advice Bureau on the Isle of Wight. 
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Personal Interests: 

Direct employment:  

From 2013-2020 Lay member of the Advisory Committee on Novel Foods and
Processes. 

From 2014-2020 Independent Director of consumer Interests at Red Tractor
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Consultancies and other fee-paid work:  

None 

Shareholdings:  

None 

Clubs and other organisations:  

None 
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My husband, Robert Toms is partner at Smedvig Ventures a small private
equity company with direct investments in early-stage tech companies
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technology/software businesses. The full list can be viewed at
https://smedvig.vc/portfolio/. Robert currently leads on 8 of the portfolio
companies.  None of the companies where my husband takes the lead have
any food related activities.  

Non-Personal Interests: 

Fellowships:  

None  

Non-industry funding:  

None 

Indirect support:  

None 

Trusteeships:  

I am a trustee of Reading Foundation, a small educational charity associated
with Reading School.  

Land and property:  

None 

Other public appointments:  



I have recently been appointed to be the lay member for the British
Pharmacopoeia Commission. 

Other non-personal interests:  

None 

Others: 
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trust) currently undertaking a PhD at Institut Pasteur in Paris. His research is
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None.  
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None  
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2024-Oct 2026). 

Indirect support:  
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(26.11.21- 03.12.21)- Peer Review Dr. Dave Hughes, I interacted with Dr.
Hughes during his role at Defra.  
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Surprising Science of Our Connection to Each Other and the Natural World”
(Jan 2023). 



Prof. Simon Pearson 
Updated: 29 February 2024 
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Shareholdings:  
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Fellowships:  
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Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology (FRSB). 

Fellow of the Institution of Agricultural Engineers (FIAgrE).  

Non-industry funding:  
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Indirect support:  

None 
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Land and property:  
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Other non-personal interests:  

None 

Others: 

My wife is Director of CERES Agri-Tech at the University of Cambridge, Board
Member of Horticulture Crop Protection Ltd and Freiston Associates Ltd.   

I am former interim CEO of Agaricus Robotics Ltd.   
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Trailers, APS Produce. 
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Former food manufacturing lead for Made Smarter Review. 
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Shareholdings:  

None 
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None 

Other personal interests:  

None  

Non-Personal Interests: 

Fellowships:  

None  

Non-industry funding:  

None 

Indirect support:  

None 

Trusteeships:  

None  



Land and property:  

None 

Other public appointments:  

Non-Executive Director, South West Academic Health Science Network –
current. 

Non-Executive Director, Royal Cornwall Hospitals Trust, Truro, Jan 2019-May
2022.  

Other non-personal interests:  

None 
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Personal Interests: 

Direct employment:  

Professor in the Zeeman Institute for Systems Biology and Infectious Disease
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Shareholdings:  
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Shareholdings:  
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Non-industry funding:  



None 

Indirect support:  

None 

Trusteeships:  

Trustee and Chairperson, the Leslie Foundation. 

Trustee Belfast Met Charitable Trust.  

Land and property:  

None 

Other public appointments:  

Board member the Marine Institute (Ireland). 

Board member the Northern Ireland Fishery Harbour Authority. 
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Shareholdings:  
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Fellow Institute of Food Science and Technology (IFST), Fellow Royal Society
of Chemistry, Chartered Chemist, Chartered Scientist.  

Council member of British Society of Sugar Technologists, Friend of
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Visiting Professor University of Reading. 

Visiting Lecturer University of Surrey.  
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None 
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Other non-personal interests:  

None 

 

Suzanne Eckford 
Updated: 2 April 2024 

Personal Interests: 

Direct employment:  
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Shareholdings:  
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Fellowships:  

None  

Non-industry funding:  
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Dean of Psychology, University of Liverpool. 
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None 
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None 
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PI on funding (paid to the University of Liverpool) from the American
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None  
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None 
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Shareholdings:  
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None  
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None 
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None 
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Other non-personal interests:  

None 

 

Dr Greg Jones 
Updated: 6 March 2024 

Personal Interests: 



Direct employment:  
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None 
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None  
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Chair – BRCGS International Advisory Board. 



Chair / Member – Safe to Trade Technical Standards Committee /
Independent Governance Board. 
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Shareholdings:  

J Sainsbury plc. 

Clubs and other organisations:  

Member of the International Association of Food Protection. 

Honorary Fellow of the Society of Food Hygiene. 

Other personal interests:  

Honorary Lecturer – Queen’s University Belfast  

Non-Personal Interests: 

Fellowships:  

Fellow of the Institute of Food Science and Technology (IFST).  

Non-industry funding:  

None 

Indirect support:  



None 

Trusteeships:  

Trustee – Institute of Food Science and Technology.  

Land and property:  

None 

Other public appointments:  

Member – Advisory Committee on the Microbiological Safety of Food.  

Other non-personal interests:  

None 

 

Prof. John Mathers 
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Personal Interests: 

Direct employment:  

Professor of Human Nutrition, Newcastle University. 

Consultancies and other fee-paid work:  

Editor-in-Chief, British Journal of Nutrition. 



Member of Scientific Advisory Board for Migros (Estavayer Lait S.A.,
Switzerland). Ended in August 2019. 

Shareholdings:  

None 

Clubs and other organisations:  

Member of The Nutrition Society. 

Other personal interests:  

None  

 Non-Personal Interests   

Fellowships:  

None 

Non-industry funding:  

Research grant from the World Cancer Research Fund. 

Indirect support:  

None  

Trusteeships:  

Trustee of the Rank Prize. 



Trustee of the British Nutrition Foundation. 

Land and property:  

None  
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Chair, World Cancer Research Fund International Grants Panel.  
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Portugal. 
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None  
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Direct employment:
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Consultancies and other fee-paid work:  
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extracts from seaweed. 

Nutrition Society, UK (Jan 2018, £2500, study ”The effect of a dietary fibre
(DF) extract from seaweed on post-prandial glucose absorption and
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Dept. of Agriculture and Food FIRM, Ireland (Dec 2013, £191602, study
“Seaweed as a source of non-digestible complex polysaccharide components
for the development of novel prebiotic ingredients for the functional food
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